Questions for Ms. Noyce

1.)  On page 181 what is special about the number 1729?

2.)  Why do you put a stack of 21 cups in the background? (Page 187) Why don’t you let Ivan figure out "21" by himself?

3.)  On page 189, it appears as though the people of Irrationality are in a state of denial about missing children. Why are they trying to cover this up and why do they conceal it by weaving incorrect logic into fact?

4.)  On page 183. Daphne is talking to the gatekeeper about puzzles and confusing numbers when she is trying to get into Irrationality. Why is she being so confusing when she does not know that many things about math?

5.)  Why did you put a gatekeeper and gates in front of Irrationality, instead of having them just walk into the town like all the others?

6.)  How did you come up with Emily as a Thesaurus?

7.)  From what I've read it seems as though Lost in Lexicon is slightly based on the Phantom Tollbooth. Was this intentional or coincidental?

8.)  On page 247, Ivan remarks, “[Carter] looked more ‘out of it’ last time I saw him. Drunk on sky pictures.”  Do all the kids that look at the sky pictures get “drunk” and what does this mean?

9.)  Does the Land of Morning have anything to do with the other type of morning, “mourning”?  That is, are they mourning for their lost children?

10.) “No rules!” the children shouted. “Sticks, Sticks!” (253) If the kids are getting hurt with no rules, then why do they keep at it? Do the forest children think that no rules are always good, even if the rules make things easier/better for them?

11.) On page 266, Daphne remarks that they will only leave behind those who have become one with the forest. How and why have the children become so attached to the forest?

12.) What was your inspiration for Lost in Lexicon?
